
Resolution to Honor 
Henry S. Mattox – Brother of Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity

In the 1972-1973 Academic Year, Mr. Henry S. Mattox, Brother of the Sigma Alpha Chapter of Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity, was elected the very first president of the 
newly recognized Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University Interfraternity Council.  Hank Mattox will be remembered forever in the history of the American 
Fraternity Movement at Virginia Tech as the campus leader who played an instrumental role in the leadership and recognition of Collegiate Fraternal Organizations  

by the university.  

By the end of the Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College’s first academic session in August 1873, there were 132 student enrolled.  It was an auspicious  
beginning for the state’s land grant college, now Virginia Tech.  It was in this atmosphere that students established a chapter of a national collegiate fraternal 

organization in the early 1873-1874 academic session.  Subsequently seven fraternal organizations were chartered and recognized in the greek community on campus.  

The Board of Visitor’s decided to remove recognition of all collegiate fraternal organizations beginning on January 1, 1880.  This ban against campus fraternal 
organizations remained in effect for the next 92 years.  

Recognition of collegiate fraternal organizations became effective at the university for the second time on July 1, 1972.  It was under the leadership of many 
outstanding leaders, including Hank Mattox, that this recognition came to be.  We are all very lucky and can thank Hank for his historic leadership  

in what has today become one of America’s largest and most successful Collegiate Fraternity & Sorority Communities. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that due to his dedication and service to the members of the Fraternity & Sorority Community at Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University, 
his dedication and service within the Sigma Alpha Chapter of Delta Kappa Epsilon National Fraternity, the Fraternity & Sorority Community at Virginia Tech believes 

in honoring Henry S. Mattox, for his outstanding service to the American Fraternity Movement;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the students of the Sigma Alpha Chapter of Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity, and the entire undergraduate fraternity & sorority 
population, have great pride for his success as a member of our Virginia Tech community, and believe that he continues to this day to demonstrate an exceptional 

commitment and dedication to the spirit of American Fraternalism;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Fraternity & Sorority Community at Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University honors the achievements of this 
outstanding Fraternity Man with this resolution, and by establishing the Henry S. Mattox Fraternity Alumni of the Year Award, to be given annually by  

the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life, in recognition of a Virginia Tech Fraternity Alumni that demonstrate the most outstanding service and commitment  
to the Mission of Virginia Tech and the Principles and Values of the American Fraternity Movement.

As adopted by the Fraternity & Sorority Community – November 8, 2008 – Ut Prosim

________________________________________
Ronald Shidemantle

Director
Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life
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